
April 10, 2020  

Dear Parents/Guardians:  

Although I have been sending out updates regarding what is happening at the high 
school level given the COVID-19 pandemic, it has been a while since I sent out an actual 
"Principal's Message." The last one I sent, in February, began with the following 
words: The new year is proving to be a busy one. Little did I know what lay ahead. I 
wish we were busy in the usual ways, but instead we are busy forging paths through 
unchartered territory. 

Given the news that we will not return to campus this school year, we have enhanced 
our distance learning process. For the first three weeks of the stay-at-home order, when 
we expected school to resume after Spring Break, our distance learning was 
comprised of learning opportunities that were not reflected in the official School Loop 
gradebook. This has now changed. Our LVJUSD COVID-19 Distance Learning Plan is 
posted on our district website and involves three distinct tiers of classes. (The LHS list of 
courses and their respective tiers is attached to this message.) This Distance Learning 
Plan will take effect on Tuesday, April 14, 2020, following Spring Break. Students will be 
hearing more about this from their teachers. 

While teachers are sending out learning opportunities, assignments, and assessments in 
a variety of forms, please note that many teachers are now holding class meetings 
and/or check-in's via online meeting platforms. They are doing their best to avoid 
conflict with other courses their students may be enrolled in, but students should feel 
free to reach out to their teachers if they experience conflicting meeting times. 

We have all been placed in a situation that requires us to rely on our fortitude and 
creativity. Some of us are improvising face masks to wear on grocery store trips, others 
are posting lawn signs to recognize birthdays and holidays since we cannot celebrate in 
groups, and still others are finding creative ways to keep themselves entertained at 
home. Our own ceramics teacher, Mr. Carpenter, has been delivering clay to his 
students' homes so they can, as he puts it, "get their hands dirty." Our drama director, 
Ms. Hovey, has been holding online rehearsals for the musical we had planned to 
present, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, so students can continue 
being creative together. If you have a creative idea to help others through this unusual 
time, please let me know so I can share it in my next Principal's Message. 

As I announced earlier this week, the East Bay Athletic League (EBAL) voted to cancel 
all EBAL spring competitions. I realize that this is a tremendous disappointment to our 
student athletes and was truly sorry to have to deliver the news, especially to our 
seniors. 

Regarding the Class of 2020, please know that we recognize the tremendous impact this 
stay-at-home order has had on the activities one looks forward to as a high school 
senior. We are working to find ways to celebrate our seniors. If you have not yet had the 
chance to provide us with input on how to celebrate the graduation milestone of your 
children in the Class of 2020, please take a moment to respond to this short survey. The 
link is provided below: 

https://www.livermoreschools.org/Page/8845


Class of 2020 Parents & Guardians Graduation Celebration Input  

Lastly, if you are in need of a chromebook for your student to successfully engage in 
distance learning, please send me an email. We still have chromebooks available. 

Stay safe, 

Helen N. Gladden, Proud Principal of Livermore High School 
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